Guilty or Innocent?

The Trials of the French Revolution

Part 1: Courtroom Workshop

A. You will be assigned a trial role

B. A detailed description of your role will be given to you.

C. You will work cooperatively both inside and outside your group in order to prepare effectively for your role.

D. You will learn various courtroom procedures and protocols

Part 2: Source Analysis


A. Carefully read every document in the packet


B. Answer all questions at the end of the documents

C. Determine whether the document can be used by the prosecution, defense or             both.

D Fill out the Research worksheets for each document.

Part 3: The Trial

A. On the days that we have the trial, you MUST dress appropriately for the courtroom.

B. You must follow all courtroom procedures and protocols.

Part 4: Reflection and Packets Due

A. Judge’s Decision, or Lawyer’s Brief, or Witness Deposition must be handed in

B. all homework assignments must be included in the packet.

C. A 5 paragraph typed reflection on this project (your role, your group’s role, group dynamics, the trial, etc…)

D. Your grade is based on the rubric in your Student Manual

Good Luck & Have Fun
Roles & Responsibilities

King Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, Robespierre

1. Research and record information about these people’s backgrounds (childhood, education, occupations, political record, etc..)

2. Prepare each person, in terms of Direct and Cross Examination, in anticipation of them taking the stand at trial.

Judges

1. Manage your courtroom in terms of time management, proper courtroom behavior, what is admissible and what is not. You might want to research these elements so that you can issue instructions before and during the trial.
2. Draft instructions that you will give the jury before they begin deliberations.

3. Issue a sentence based on the jury’s verdict.

4. Write a Judge’s decision based on what you heard and observed during the course of the trial

Prosecution/Defense Lawyers

1. Create and deliver an opening statement

2. work with witnesses to generate questions and answers

3. anticipate cross examination questions and prepare your witnesses to testify on both direct and cross examinations

4. Create and deliver a closing statement

Witnesses

1. Research and create a historically accurate profile for your character. This includes name, age, gender, occupation and how you will help either the prosecution or defense’s case

2. Create a typed witness statement supporting either the prosecution or defense
3. work closely with the lawyers and other witnesses to generate direct and cross examination questions and answers.

Jury

1. research and record how jurors must behave while listening to a case and how they should deliberate the facts in order to research a verdict.

2. submit a typed verdict about how you voted during deliberations and why. Include what the most persuasive pieces of evidence or testimony was, the least, etc.

Bailiff

1. Reads the charges against the defendant

2. Announces that court is in session or is adjourned

3. swears in witnesses

4. keeps order in the courtroom

5. keeps on eye on the jury so that they are not influenced or tampered with during the trial. 

