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Analyzing A Written Source 

Step 1: Identifying the Source and Context of the Document 

1.  What is the title of the document?

________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Who is the author(s)?

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What is the date of writing and/or publication?

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Where was the document written and/or published?

________________________________________________________________________

5.  What type of document is this? (example: diary, textbook, speech, etc.) Is it primary or secondary? Why?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2:  Analyzing the Contents of the Document 

1.  What is the main subject of document?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Who are the key people/groups mentioned?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are the key social/political topics discussed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  What points of views are expressed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Does the author reveal any personal biases? What are they? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Are there any suspected errors or misleading statements? What are they and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What do you believe the author’s purpose in writing this document was?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Who do you believe the author’s intended audience was?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 3: Evaluating the Source 

1.  Is the source reliable? Why or Why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Is the source useful? Why or Why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What can be learned from this document? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What questions do you still have?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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